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Business Records

• The US Security and Exchange Commission’s 
EDGAR system for filings

• https://searchwww.sec.gov/EDGARFSClient/jsp/
EDGAR_MainAccess.jsp

• Full-Text searching for past four years plus more 

https://searchwww.sec.gov/EDGARFSClient/jsp/EDGAR_MainAccess.jsp


More Business Records

• Property records can show foreign investment 
and ownership.

• Tax disputes 
https://www.ustaxcourt.gov/UstcInOp/OpinionS
earch.aspx

• Local property tax appeals. Common for the 
wealthy. Check with each town.

• Incorporation records kept state by state.
• Trademark records. US Patent Office.

https://www.ustaxcourt.gov/UstcInOp/OpinionSearch.aspx


Tax disputes



US Patent Office: 



Insert Trump property story 



• Incorporation records kept state by state
• UCC lending documents as well



Lobbying the US Government

• Foreign countries can lobby US officials.
• Records are not at one place.
• The US Department of Justice requires foreign 

agents to register.
• The US Senate maintains records as well at 

http://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=sel
ectfields

• With each new presidential administration, 
expect new lobbyists.

http://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=selectfields


www.fara.gov

http://www.fara.gov/














Don’t forget US lobbying

◼ It’s not foreign lobbying, but lobbying on 
Capitol Hill

◼ https://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?eve
nt=selectfields

https://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=selectfields












Diving into the past

• The National Archives at nara.gov

• The National Security Archives at 
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/

• FBI files

• The Federal Register













The Federal Register

https://www.federalregister.gov/docu
ments/search

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/search








International Business
• ExIm Bank loans
• Trade details
• Energy assessments
• Much more



https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_move_impcus_a1_NTS_epc0_im0_mbbl_a.htm





















Audits 
The GAO at GAO.gov
Congressional Research Service reports 
at fas.org
Inspector General reports at 
oversight.gov

More…
Labor reports



https://crsreports.congress.gov/

https://crsreports.congress.gov/


https://www.oversight.gov/

https://www.oversight.gov/




https://www.gao.gov/

https://www.gao.gov/


The OFAC list
• The US Treasury Department’s Office of 

Foreign Assets Control
• http://sanctionssearch.ofac.treas.gov/



Lawsuits

• Pacer for federal lawsuits – that’s where most 
international companies will be sued

• https://pcl.uscourts.gov/search
• State courts can vary in how you can search 

them









US Government Contracts
• Contracts for bid
• Contracts awarded







https://www.fpds.gov/fpdsng_cms/index.php/en/



US foreign military training

https://www.state.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2019/04/fmt_vol1_16_17.pdf

https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/fmt_vol1_16_17.pdf


US Food and Drug 
Administration 
• Import refusals FDA Oasis
• Clinical drug trials https://clinicaltrials.gov/
• Medical research PubMed

https://clinicaltrials.gov/






















Recalled Elsewhere…



The NBC News team

◼ Our effort began with three people 
exploring different story possibilities in the 
data, through interviews with experts

◼ Checked what had gone unreported

◼ Saw lots of opportunities to explore 
unexamined territory

◼ Not going to ride shotgun





Exporting Pain





More in our series








